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This need is by no means limited to "characterization."
Cook has pointed out how often in this country confusion is
caused by applying the "law" of a state, without exact inquiry
whether such law is not limited to domestic cases and raises
no question of conflicts law.96 Thus, a statute of Texas pre-
scribing that a married woman cannot charge her separate es-
tate to secure her husband's obligation, does not necessarily
impose such restriction upon a wife domiciled in another state,
even when the transaction occurs in Texas.97 Resort to stat-
utory construction is the usual method of avoiding faulty con-
clusions. This method, however, should be limited to its
natural domain. A statutory provision must be analyzed in
respect to the question whether it incorporates a fundamental
policy of the state (as in the case of the Texas statute men-
tioned). It may occasionally occur also, as we have remarked
before, that a private law rule is not intended or is not fit to
be applied in another jurisdiction, a situation that much more
frequently occurs in the case of administrative (police) regu-
lations. But answers to the regular questions of conflicts law
are rarely contained in municipal statutes. Private law rules
ordinarily do not direct which persons or movables they in-
clude. It is as mistaken to apply such rules blindly to events
all over the world as to presume them limited to merely
domestic situations. They are simply neutral j the answer is
not in them. Generally, therefore, what is needed, or even
feasible, is not an interpretation of the statute but a rule of
private international law to accompany and delimit the rule of
private law. A striking example is the confusion exhibited in
determining the relation between adoption and inheritance
statutes in different states, a confusion chiefly attributable to
futile attempts to interpret one or the other of these statutes,
neither dealing with conflicts questions.98
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